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TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF TRADING AND REMOVALS
BETWEEN REGISTERS

At the request of the Board of Directors of HSBC Holdings plc (“HSBC”), trading in HSBC's
ordinary shares on The Stock Exchange of Hong Kong Limited has been suspended with
effect from 9.30am (Hong Kong time) today, Monday 2 March 2009 pending the
announcement of a corporate action. The Board expects to announce the corporate action
during the afternoon trading session at or about the same time as HSBC’s Annual Results for
the year ended 31 December 2008 will be announced. Trading in HSBC’s ordinary shares is
expected to resume in Hong Kong tomorrow, Tuesday 3 March 2009 at 9.30am (Hong Kong
time).

Removals of ordinary shares to or from the principal register in the United Kingdom and/or
the overseas branch registers of shareholders in Hong Kong and Bermuda will be suspended
from the commencement of business on Monday 2 March 2009 in Hong Kong, London and
Bermuda, respectively. The announcement referred to above will give details of the period
during which such suspension will apply.

By Order of the Board
R G Barber
Group Company Secretary

Hong Kong, 2 March 2009
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