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Employee Share Plans 
In accordance with the terms of a waiver granted by the Hong Kong Stock Exchange on 30 December 2022, full details of share options and 
share awards under Employee Share Plans required pursuant to Listing Rules 17.07 and 17.09 are disclosed below. These disclosures are also 
available on the Hong Kong Stock Exchange’s website at www.hkex.com.hk and can be obtained upon request from the Group Company 
Secretary and Chief Governance Officer, 8 Canada Square, London E14 5HQ.

Overview
Share options and discretionary awards of HSBC Holdings plc (‘HSBC‘ or ‘HSBC Holdings‘) ordinary shares of US$0.50 (‘shares‘) are granted 
under HSBC share plans to help align the interests of employees with those of shareholders. 

The following are particulars of share options and share awards granted to employees under the HSBC share plans, including those held by 
employees working under employment contracts that are regarded as ‘continuous contracts’ for the purposes of the Hong Kong Employment 
Ordinance. The options and share awards were granted for nil consideration. No options or share awards have been granted to substantial 
shareholders, suppliers of goods or services, related entity participants or in excess of the 1% individual limit for each share plan. The options 
and share awards which were granted, vested/exercised or lapsed during the period 1 January 2026 to 30 June 2026 (the ’Relevant Period’) are 
detailed in the tables below. The options and share awards were granted only to employees. Particulars of options and share awards held by 
Directors of HSBC Holdings are set out on page 105 in the Interim Report 2026.

The number of shares available for the grant of options or share awards under the limits set out in the HSBC share plans at the beginning and 
end of the Relevant Period are:

– 10% of the ordinary share capital of HSBC in issue immediately before that day, less the number of shares which have already been issued, 
or may be issued, to satisfy awards under the HSBC share plans granted in the previous 10 years. The number of shares available to issue 
under this limit at the beginning of the Relevant Period was at least 993,126,896 and at the end of the Relevant Period was at least 
1,111,019,899. The number of shares available to issue at the end of the Relevant Period divided by the weighted average number of shares 
of the relevant class in issue for the Relevant Period is 6.47%.

– 5% of the ordinary share capital of HSBC in issue immediately before that day, less the number of shares which have already been issued, or 
may be issued, to satisfy awards under the HSBC Share Plan 2011 granted in the previous 10 years. The number of shares available to issue 
under this limit at the beginning of the Relevant Period was at least 274,988,485 and at the end of the Relevant Period was at least 
356,590,154. The number of shares available to issue at the end of the Relevant Period divided by the weighted average number of shares of 
the relevant class in issue for the Relevant Period is 2.08%.

– 10% of the shares in issue (excluding treasury shares) on the date of shareholder approval of the numerical limit under the HSBC Holdings 
Savings-Related Share Option Plan (UK), being 2,036,512,211 shares, less all Options currently outstanding and shares already issued to 
settle Options that were granted after last shareholder approval. The number of shares available to issue under this limit at the beginning of 
the Relevant Period was 1,974,412,028 and at the end of the Relevant Period was 1,992,882,298.

– 30% of the shares in issue (excluding treasury shares) on the date of inception of the HSBC Holdings Savings-Related Share Option Plan 
(UK), being 4,675,000,000 shares, less all Options currently outstanding and shares already issued to settle Options since inception. The 
number of shares available to issue under this limit at the beginning of the Relevant Period was 4,128,491,542 and at the end of the Relevant 
Period was 4,143,763,978.

Summaries of the share plans
Sharesave
The HSBC Holdings Savings-Related Share Option Plan (UK) (‘Sharesave’) is an all-employee share option plan under which eligible employees 
have been granted options to acquire HSBC Holdings ordinary shares. No options or awards under Sharesave are subject to performance 
targets.

For options granted under Sharesave employees may make contributions of up to £500 each month over a period of three or five years. The 
contributions may be used within six months following the third or fifth anniversary of the commencement of the relevant savings contract, at 
the employee’s election, to exercise the options. Alternatively, the employee may elect to have the savings, plus (where applicable) any interest 
or bonus, repaid in cash. In the case of redundancy, ceasing employment on grounds of injury or disability, retirement, death, the transfer of the 
employing business to another party, or a change of control of the employing company, options may be exercised before completion of the 
relevant savings contract. The exercise period of options awarded under the all-employee share option plans may be extended by up to six 
months following the death of a participant to allow the executors of the estate to exercise the option. If a participant has chosen to defer up to 
12 contributions, the start of the normal exercise period will be delayed by up to 12 months.

Under Sharesave the option exercise price is determined by reference to the average market value of the HSBC Holdings ordinary shares on the 
five business days immediately preceding the invitation date, then applying a discount of 20%. The vesting periods and the period within which 
the option may be exercised are set out in the table below. The HSBC Holdings Savings-Related Share Option Plan (UK) has an expiry date of 
24 April 2030 (by which time the plan may be extended with approval from shareholders) unless the Directors resolve to terminate the plan at 
an earlier date.
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HSBC Holdings Savings-Related Share Option Plan (UK)
HSBC Holdings ordinary share options

Date of award
Exercise
price (£)

Usually exercisable
At 1 Jan 2026

Granted
in period

Exercised
in period1

Lapsed
in period

Cancelled
 in period At 30 Jun 2026from until

24 Sep 20 2.627 1 Nov 25 30 Apr 26  12,319,810  —  11,979,789  12,333  —  327,688 
22 Sep 21 3.146 1 Nov 24 30 Apr 25  26,886  —  21,165  5,721  —  — 
22 Sep 21 3.146 1 Nov 26 30 Apr 27  2,264,875  —  125,446  35,335  —  2,104,094 
27 Sep 22 4.242 1 Nov 25 30 Apr 26  1,005,149  —  931,472  7,262  —  66,415 
27 Sep 22 4.242 1 Nov 27 30 Apr 28  1,203,350  —  28,287  20,916  —  1,154,147 
27 Sep 23 4.697 1 Nov 26 30 Apr 27  16,799,053  —  577,037  364,605  —  15,857,411 
27 Sep 23 4.697 1 Nov 28 30 Apr 29  2,891,091  —  53,472  89,833  —  2,747,786 
24 Sep 24 5.303 1 Nov 27 30 Apr 28  8,861,245  —  135,859  341,736  —  8,383,650 
24 Sep 24 5.303 1 Nov 29 30 Apr 30  1,779,204  —  8,862  82,330  —  1,688,012 
24 Sep 25 7.611 1 Nov 28 30 Apr 29  8,509,041  —  15,416  318,529  —  8,175,096 
24 Sep 25 7.611 1 Nov 30 30 Apr 31  3,242,645  —  4,343  112,688  —  3,125,614 

 58,902,349  —  13,881,148  1,391,288  —  43,629,913 

1 The weighted average closing price of the shares immediately before the dates on which options were exercised was £12.715.

ShareMatch
The HSBC International Employee Share Purchase Plan (’ShareMatch’) was introduced in 2013 and now includes employees based in 31 
jurisdictions. No options are granted under this plan but matching share awards are granted in the form of conditional awards. No awards under 
the ShareMatch are subject to performance targets and the vesting periods are as set out in the table below.

Under ShareMatch, shares are purchased on behalf of participants (using their own funds) in the market each quarter up to a maximum annual 
value of £3,000, or equivalent in local currency, per participant. Matching share awards in the form of conditional awards are granted to 
participants for nil consideration each quarter at a ratio of one free share for every three purchased. Matching awards vest subject to continued 
employment and the retention by the participant of the purchased shares for a maximum period of two years and nine months. ShareMatch has 
an expiry date of 24 April 2030 (by which time the plan may be extended with approval from shareholders) unless the Directors resolve to 
terminate the plan at an earlier date.

HSBC International Employee Share Purchase Plan – awards of matching shares to employees.
HSBC Holdings ordinary shares under award

Dates of award
Award price

Usually vesting At 1 Jan 2026
Granted

in period
Vested

in period
Lapsed

in period
Cancelled 
in period At 30 Jun 2026£ HK$

2023 to 2025 — — —  3,203,821  —  —  85,107  —  3,118,714 
12 Jan 261 11.942 124.8 29 Sep 28  —  351,143  —  11,195  —  339,948 
13 Apr 262 13.402 139.7 29 Sep 28  —  307,755  —  5,719  —  302,036 

 3,203,821  658,898  —  102,021  —  3,760,698 

1 The award price is the closing price on the day before the grant date. In all cases the purchase price is nil. The fair value of the awards granted was £10.353 
based on IFRS 2 accounting standards.

2 The award price is the closing price on the day before the grant date. In all cases the purchase price is nil. The fair value of the awards granted was £11.472 
based on IFRS 2 accounting standards.

UK SIP
The HSBC Holdings UK Share Incentive Plan (the ’UK SIP’) was introduced in 2001 and applies to all UK-resident employees (including executive 
Directors). During the Relevant Period, approximately 32,000 employees were offered participation in this plan.

Employees may be offered a combination of partnership shares, matching shares, free shares and dividend shares under the UK SIP. A 
maximum of 10% of salary or £1,800 per tax year (whichever is lower) is the maximum amount an employee can have deducted from their 
salary to acquire any partnership shares. The maximum value of free shares that can be allocated to an employee in any tax year is £3,600. 
There is no limit on the value of dividends paid on shares that may be re-invested in dividend shares. The free shares and matching share 
facilities were not used during the course of the Relevant Period, therefore no share awards were granted. The SIP has an expiry date of 
24 April 2030 (by which time the plan may be extended with approval from shareholders) unless the Directors resolve to terminate the plan at 
an earlier date.
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HSBC Share Plan 2011
The HSBC Share Plan 2011 (the ’2011 Plan’) is an umbrella plan for HSBC’s long-term discretionary employee incentive arrangements. During 
the Relevant Period, approximately 5,900 employees were granted awards under this plan.

Conditional share awards may be granted on a discretionary basis to employees under the 2011 Plan. A conditional award of deferred shares 
defines the number of shares to which the employee will become entitled, generally up to three, four, five or seven years from the date of the 
award, and normally subject to the individual remaining in employment. In some cases, the employee’s entitlement depends upon the 
satisfaction of a performance condition. The maximum value of awards or options that may be granted to an employee in any one year under 
the HSBC Share Plan 2011 is 600% of the employee’s annual salary. For the purpose of the limit, any deferred share awards made on or shortly 
after the commencement of employment or in substitution for all or any part of any bonus to which the employee would otherwise have been 
entitled, are excluded. Participants do not need to pay any consideration for the grant or vesting of an award. The 2011 Plan has an expiry date 
of 24 April 2030 (by which time the plan may be extended with approval from shareholders) unless the Directors resolve to terminate the plan at 
an earlier date.

HSBC Share Plan 2011 – particulars of awards to employees and Directors
HSBC Holdings ordinary share awards

Dates of award
Award price 

(£)1

Closing price 
on day before 
award date (£)

Usually vesting
At 1 Jan 2026

Granted
in period

Vested
in period2

Lapsed 
in period

Cancelled
in period At 30 June 2026from to

2015 to 2025 — — 1 Mar 26 30 Mar 32  116,717,564  —  43,854,894  3,667,950  8,530  69,186,190 
9 Mar 263 12.820  12.450 9 Mar 26 30 Mar 33  —  35,019,600  10,992,196  180,594  —  23,846,810 

31 Mar 264 12.005  12.120 31 Mar 26 30 Mar 32  —  2,109,353  278,434  3,166  —  1,827,753 
6 May 265 13.303  12.798 6 May 26 30 Mar 30  —  193,027  30,172  2,984  —  159,871 

1 Jan to 
30 Jun 266 — — 19 Mar 26 31 Mar 33  —  804,003  2,039  5,590  —  796,374 

 116,717,564  38,125,983  55,157,735  3,860,284  8,530  95,816,998 

1 The award price is the closing price on the day before the grant date for awards made in 2024 and prior. The price for awards made from 2025 is the average 
closing price of the week prior to the grant date. In all cases the purchase price is nil.

2 The weighted average closing price of the shares immediately before the dates on which the awards were vested was £12.598.
3 The fair values of the awards were calculated according to the IFRS 2 accounting standard. The fair values, which vary based on the length of the vesting period, 

range between £7.320 and £12.510. These awards include long-term incentive (‘LTI’) awards and other awards which are subject to satisfaction of performance 
conditions. LTI awards are subject to a combination of financial and non-financial metrics that are in this report. Other performance conditions on awards can 
include the completion of a strategically important project.

4 The fair values of the awards were calculated according to the IFRS 2 accounting standard. The fair values, which vary based on the length of the vesting period, 
range between £11.463 and £12.216. Other performance conditions on awards can include the completion of a strategically important project.

5 The fair values of the awards were calculated according to the IFRS 2 accounting standard. The fair values, which vary based on the length of the vesting period, 
range between £12.588 and £14.040. Other performance conditions on awards can include the completion of a strategically important project.

6 Relates to the allocation of dividend equivalent shares in relation to eligible awards.
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